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he: men:\, 
behind the­
Shah's fall 

The mullahs are 
one of the boys 

As AN Iranian resi-. __ ,I! in Australia, I
would like to brief the readers on the events 
taking place in Iran. 

In 1953 the Shah fled the country when his 
pl9t to overthrow the elected national govern­
ment of Dr. Mussadegh was revealed. _Shortly 
afterwards !he CIA launched a military coup 
and returned the Shah (King) to power. After 
his return to power he was supported by ClA/ 
Pentagon and supplied with arms and prov� 
with military and intelligence advisors and was 

SIR, I refer 10 1 hc anide In Iran i1 is a tr.tdiuon 1ha1 helped to establish the dreadful secret police 
Inn: An Inside View by Eliza- Mullahs come to the aid of the (SAV AK). 
L... The Shah abandoned parliament in its lepl 1U1Clh Reid, (NT, Jan' 20), who pcopl( again,1 k>l:al lyr•nts ilnd · form and appointed deputies, allowed no 
111ai until recently advi1er to 1he forcian invaders. Once the freedom of speech or press, no political parties 
Shah's sister, Prince�� A,hraf. I enemy wi1hin or without is and unions. Anyone who dared open his mouth 
feel it di,tortcd the i'act\ and overcome and defciltcd, the was branded as agitator, communist and tcr-
snisintcrpretcd the natUtt of the Mullahs will return to their rorist and was taken by his dreadf\11 secret 
upri1in1, As an Iranian and a mosques and the !oOldiers to police (SA VAK), more dreadf'4l than the 
�ia.ilot to Australia, I )WOUid like their barrack's. Australian sharks. 
IO put another view. : Tbc areal Mullilh who re- Much has been said in the media that the 

Th 
· · 

11 sides in a Paris suburb and who Shah tried· to "modernise" and "industrialise" e wrllcr trief 10 te 
the countrv. With the help of multi-national AUitralians that the ,people of shook the corrupt 1hrone of the , 

Iran are backward and uncivi- Shah will be received vicior- corporations he has built a number of assembly 
· plants which he and his ramily as well as the rul-lilCd, and that the S�ah - and 10usly by lhe Iranian people ol ina elite have major shares in. The industry that -before him his fil1her 1- 1ricd 10 all creeds •nd will 1° to a mos- had expanded under the Shah is oil which wu 

educale them, bu1 1h11 lhc Mui- quc where he will remain Ii a mainly manqed by foreign lechnicians. 
Jahs UC tryin1 to lull! the dock hero. A national 1o11cmmcnl T� worst thing the Shah did for the country 
•k. I based on ,ocial democracy wiU was ruining - deliberately - the agriculture to 

In the late ninc1ccryh century be formed and readcn may re�, provide a market for American produce. Such 
tho Iranian people, supponcd assured 1h11t Aya1olli1h Kho- betrayal of a nation is hard to believe, but facts 
t,, the Mulh1hs. l'C\·olt,ed a111ins1 meini will nol be the Pre�idenl , and figures can11ot be ignored .. The following 
the Shah of the time iVld hi� die- bu1 the spiritual leader. ,li are some examplcs:-
ll&orial re1imc, brou1ht in a Witness an example from. �.i 

• Iran was self sufficient in agricultural pro•
r 'OCratic Con!ilitution and 1hc put: the constitutional duce until 20 years ago, now it imports
.._ _.41iahcd the Ma,ilt1 (Piirlia- revolu1ion was headed by the 40% of its need mainly from America.
IIICIIA� , Mullah, but when the Cabinet • Qanats, the uaditional irrigation system

In 1hc year I i06 . the Shah wu formed, no Mullah joinod ii, thal ha!l been practiced �for� the Per-
.....,. ..._ T · R The .am• ... nt world must real• sian Empire was created, 114d been -•- '"" COWUI') to &aml Ui· - .. , deliberately ...: neg�ted and ruined. Iii u Ille prelCRt one hH fled i!ie that the cause of lhc ••rualc

. , • Jn order to provide cheap labor for his lo America. To acllicw that, in Iran is between •he majority "industrialisation" programme and IMIIY thousands ol liva were h111c-no15 and the corrupt 
� fi I specially the assembly plants he and his 

NCriliced; and now &he proc:aa minority ol haves. family owned, thousands of peasants and
... 111111d all cwci a,ain - Rcli,ion ii &akin& the piaa: i' ·• farmers had been shifted from
Ullllk1 la lht A�AMCrican of media in t'OUfllrics where \ 'i · countryside to the city .
.. ,..._ ol civiliNtian.'' freedom ol the ptil i1 IUP, \ . , The advO',ation that mullahs (clerl)') arc try-

TIie lraniaa CCN11litutlon pt"ClliCd. People hawe become , , .. ina to turn the ck>ck back is a distortion off acts . 
..,,....,, and •� social, aware ol their ri1ht1 and die· The readers may be surprised to know that the 
� and polittc.i rcfonna. nity, and the unanncd people proaressive mullahll bad helped to establish the 
It Ml beat abandoned by 1hc 1oppled the armed Shah 11 \ .. , IIQn-�eliaious _constitution in Iran and the Majlis 
a.II uct hia father for owr 50 easily u they toppled bil 1la1u- : ' · (I)llrb1ment) m the year 1906. 
,-.. What the Shah hH done Cl. 

· i ' It is tradition in Iran that clergy comes to the 
II c,o FAIUIAD y w RI i ' aid of the nation against local tyranny and c,GIIIICUC and aupcrficial -

---. ...... �.�• t. ,ti forei&n invaders. Once the tyrant is overthrownfGn:illl I WOffllft 19 UflllCil i1 -- ....-- c : :, and the invader is ousted, the mullahs (clergy)_. Ilic woman'• emancipation. , ... will return lO their Mosques as Jhe soldiers 
U•der the Shah and hii; NATIONAL TIMES, WEEK 1. would go to their barracks. The Persian history

father, mcwe lhan IO'pcr cent ol __, ' , is saturated with such glorious events. The great 
WOIIICII haw bocn deliberately ENDING FEBRUARY 3 197t · politician and the spritual leader; Ayftullah
•· illiterate. Ncjthcr_ com-1

• 
' :. · Khomeini will r�t in his Mosque and remain a

IIIOMCIIIC nor any n:l'IIOII °' national HERO. The provisional government 
� it a,auut litctacy. in the '1 he has appointed is formed of veteran politi-
&wcalicdl ocmu,y, cians and university graduates and no mullah is 

included. The proposed Islamic Republic in Iran 
.: will be a social democracy, with i,-redient of 

Islamic social justice. 
I,;. . The unfortunate e11ents in Pakistan, the bar-

baric system in Saudi Arabia and the dictatorial 
reiime in Libya are not to be compared with the 

'· 

1 

·' situation in Iran. The revolution in Iran has 
emerged from the lowest level of society and is !· ' led by intellectuals and progressive cleraY and 
has the support of the masses, and is not mili-

. •1"' · ! tary led or orientated. FARHAD YA WAR/ 
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